


TheSun-Maid,"A Romanceby theauthorof 'Artist," "Victor Lescar,"&c., &c. "(Maria M. Grant)is a 140page
novelfirst publishedn 1876in London,setmostlyin Pau therestin Russia.

ThemaincharactergsreMrs. Zophée(the RussiarZzophiaPetrovnavariazinka),nicknamedhe Sun-Maidin referenct
to anAmericanpoem,andGilbert StantonErl, EnglisharistocratRegardlessf his memoriesMortimer left anoteon
thebackof the coverof this novel:"Romana clef. Sir Gilbertis an Alston who cameto Pauaround1874.Morton is
myself.Mrs. Zophée the Sun-Maid,the old Baronis the Baronde Nervo,thede Veuil arethed'Angossepther
neighborsandforeignersthenresidingin Pauwith namesof fantasy butall very recognizablén theirtime.

This novelwasvery successfuandhasbroughtalot of Englishto Pau.

Mr. L. "This Alstonis certainlya sonof Crewe,Mary'sbrother.Therearefive hundredoccurrencesf Mortonin this
novel; heis viscountof StHilaire andcousinof Sir Gilbert. His motheris Lady Violet, Marquisede St Hilaire and
sisterof Gilbert'smother,whenin reality Mary wasthe sisterof Gilbert'sfather.Morton wentto perfecthis English
with his cousinsWhenGilbertarrivesin Pau,his uncle,the Marquisde St Hilaire kisseshim, whichembarrasses
Gilbert, especiallyashis uncleis bearded.

TheMarquisde StHilaire, Leon,still hasbeautifulfeatureshe haspleasantmannersasoft voiceandhetriesto make
his entouragéappy.His wife regretsthathe hasbecomeobesewhich he himselfcomplieswith, andseedittle more
in him thana goodfather.| repeatedis descriptionin thefirst partunderAugusteaccordingo the novel The Sun-
Maid" . Mary, hereViolet, hascharm.

Mortonis afriendly, playful andenergetidooy who enjoyshunting,riding andsocializing.In the eyesof his mother,
hehasall aBearnaisexceptfor thenameandthetailor.

The StHilaireslive in thehillsides,wherewasMarciron,but Morton hasanapartmentn town. He is betrothedo
Jeannale Veuil, anamefor d'’Angossén the novel,which he doesnot hideandmarry,andwhoseparentsarefriends
of hisfamily; exceptthatit is notamarriageof conveniencebutof love, it doesnot correspondo therealmarriageof
Mortimer, thattook placeanywaytenyearslater.

| supposehatthedescriptionof StHilaire mustreflecta certainreality. Otherwisejt's a pretty boringreading.
Mortimer frequentlymentionsthe Sun-Maid,a neighboranda very goodfriend of his mother.In thefirst partof his
memorieshestates!'The Villa Monpayswasalsoinhabitedby the" Sun-Maid", the heroineof theromana clef which
wasvery successfuin England,andwhich amuseda lot of Englishpeoplein Pau.

In thenovel,the"Sun-Maid"lived in Lacoudure(?), Marciron'sdependencyandnotin Monpayswheresheactually
lived. Thenovelis offeredto PrincessAmelie of Schleswig-Holsteinwho, twentyyearslater, attendecthe weddingof
Edith de Lassenceo Antoine de Palaminy Wasshethe Sun-Maid?
Footnotes

https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/roman_a_clef

TherealnamesareNervoandd’Angosse.

This canbe understoodnly if my relatedsectionis availabletoo. | copiedit hereunder.
My section“Augustedansle romanThe Sun-Maid”is thefollowing:
Quotationfrom thenovel:
« TheMarquisde St. Hilaire [nameof Augustein this novel] hadall theremainsof the goodlookswhich had
captivatedviolet Morton [Mary Alston] in thosesunnydaysof thirty yearsago.He hadthe brightestpossibletwinkle
in his eyes andthe softestconceivabld@onesin his mellow voice.He hadgoodfeaturesafine presencea courtliness
of mannerthatwaswonderfulto behold,anda genuinebonhomieof dispositionthatmadelife pleasanto himselfand
to everybodyabouthim. Alas! the symmetryof his handsoméeaturesandthe graceof his stalwartframewerehidder
—encompassedndenvelopedy anamountof voluminousobesitythatwasto himselfa sourceof pretendedandto
his fond marquiseof mostgenuineyegret.“ Ah! " sheoftensaid,“ Leon,my darling,you wereoncebeautiful;but
now, hélas!You arenothingbuta‘ bonpapa!” " He wasvery like a huge,good-naturedPlomplon,for hisfeatures
wereof thetype Napoleonistic- andsowerehis sentiments:The Violet,” asherepeateften, held his allegiance
alike for his homeat St. Hilaire andfor thethroneof Franceb
Further,Morton says« my fatherplayshis favorite game; you cannot think how fond heis of croquet.»
L. A. deLassence 2019
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  The Sun-Maid, "A Romance, by the author of 'Artist," "Victor Lescar," &c., &c. "(Maria M. Grant) is a 140 page novel first published in 1876 in London, set mostly in Pau, the rest in Russia.
 
The main characters are Mrs. Zophée (the Russian Zophia Petrovna Variazinka), nicknamed the Sun-Maid in reference to an American poem, and Gilbert Stanton Erl, English aristocrat. Regardless of his memories, Mortimer left a note on the back of the cover of this novel: "Roman à clef. Sir Gilbert is an Alston who came to Pau around 1874. Morton is myself. Mrs. Zophée, the Sun-Maid, the old Baron is the Baron de Nervo, the de Veuil are the d'Angosse, other neighbors and foreigners then residing in Pau with names of fantasy, but all very recognizable in their time.
This novel was very successful and has brought a lot of English to Pau.
 
Mr. L. "This Alston is certainly a son of Crewe, Mary's brother. There are five hundred occurrences of Morton in this novel; he is viscount of St Hilaire and cousin of Sir Gilbert. His mother is Lady Violet, Marquise de St Hilaire and sister of Gilbert's mother, when in reality Mary was the sister of Gilbert's father. Morton went to perfect his English with his cousins. When Gilbert arrives in Pau, his uncle, the Marquis de St Hilaire kisses him, which embarrasses Gilbert, especially as his uncle is bearded.
 
The Marquis de St Hilaire, Leon, still has beautiful features, he has pleasant manners, a soft voice and he tries to make his entourage happy. His wife regrets that he has become obese, which he himself complies with, and sees little more in him than a good father. I repeated his description in the first part under "Auguste according to the novel The Sun-Maid" . Mary, here Violet, has charm.
 
Morton is a friendly, playful and energetic boy who enjoys hunting, riding and socializing. In the eyes of his mother, he has all a Bearnais, except for the name and the tailor.
The St Hilaires live in the hillsides, where was Marciron, but Morton has an apartment in town. He is betrothed to Jeanne de Veuil, a name for d'Angosse in the novel, which he does not hide and marry, and whose parents are friends of his family; except that it is not a marriage of convenience, but of love, it does not correspond to the real marriage of Mortimer, that took place anyway ten years later.
 
I suppose that the description of St Hilaire must reflect a certain reality. Otherwise, it's a pretty boring reading. Mortimer frequently mentions the Sun-Maid, a neighbor and a very good friend of his mother. In the first part of his memories, he states: "The Villa Monpays was also inhabited by the" Sun-Maid ", the heroine of the roman à clef which was very successful in England, and which amused a lot of English people in Pau.
 
In the novel, the "Sun-Maid" lived in Lacoudure (?), Marciron's dependency, and not in Monpays where she actually lived. The novel is offered to Princess Amelie of Schleswig-Holstein, who, twenty years later, attended the wedding of Edith de Lassence to Antoine de Palaminy. Was she the Sun-Maid?
Footnotes
  https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/roman_a_clef
  The real names are Nervo and d’Angosse.
  This can be understood only if my related section is available too. I copied it hereunder.
My section “Auguste dans le roman The Sun-Maid” is the following:
Quotation from the novel:
« The Marquis de St. Hilaire [name of Auguste in this novel] had all the remains of the good looks which had captivated Violet Morton [Mary Alston] in those sunny days of thirty years ago. He had the brightest possible twinkle in his eyes, and the softest conceivable tones in his mellow voice. He had good features, a fine presence, a courtliness of manner that was wonderful to behold, and a genuine bonhomie of disposition that made life pleasant to himself and to every body about him. Alas! the symmetry of his handsome features and the grace of his stalwart frame were hidden – encompassed and enveloped by an amount of voluminous obesity that was to himself a source of pretended, and to his fond marquise of most genuine, regret. “ Ah! ” she often said, “ Leon, my darling, you were once beautiful; but now, hélas! You are nothing but a ‘ bon papa! ’ ” He was very like a huge, good-natured Plomplon, for his features were of the type Napoleonistic – and so were his sentiments. “The Violet,” as he repeated often, held his allegiance alike for his home at St. Hilaire and for the throne of France! » 
Further, Morton says « my father plays his favorite game ; you can not think how fond he is of croquet. » 
L. A. de Lassence - 2019



RUSSIA, AT HOME AND ABROAD

16. GRANT, Maria M. The Sun-Maid. A Romance ... In three Volumes ...

London, Richard Bentley and Son, 1876.

3 vols., 8vo., with a half-title in volume | and terminal advertisement leaves in volumes | and Iil; new
endpapers in volume 11, else a fine copy in the original publisher’s pinkish-grey coth, blocked in black
and gilt, with the crown and cypher of Schleswig-Holstein (the work is dedicated to Princess Amelia)
and a vignette of the ‘sun maid’; bookseller's ticket of R. Grant, Edinburgh. £675

First edition, a stirring romance set mostly in the town of Pau in the Pyrenées, where

the young English wanderer Sir Gilbert Erle has come to escape his overbearing

mother. His emotions are quickly captured by the titular ‘sun maid’, an enigmatic

Russian émigré, Madame Zophée Variazinka, daughter of a radical poet and a gypsy,

who alternates between warm friendship and reserve about her past. When Erle

finally admits that he has fallen in love, his declaration is ill-timed — news has just

come from Russia that Madame Zophée’s husband, a political prisoner (and would-be

assassin) missing and presumed dead, has been spotted alive...

BERNARD QUARITCH LTD

Antiquarian Booksellers since 1847

40 SOUTH AUDLEY STREET, LONDON W1K 2PR
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RUSSIA, AT HOME AND ABROAD
16. GRANT, Maria M. The Sun-Maid. A Romance … In three Volumes …
London, Richard Bentley and Son, 1876.
3 vols., 8vo., with a half-title in volume I and terminal advertisement leaves in volumes I and III; new
endpapers in volume II, else a fine copy in the original publisher’s pinkish-grey coth, blocked in black
and gilt, with the crown and cypher of Schleswig-Holstein (the work is dedicated to Princess Amelia)
and a vignette of the ‘sun maid’; bookseller’s ticket of R. Grant, Edinburgh. £675
First edition, a stirring romance set mostly in the town of Pau in the Pyrenées, where
the young English wanderer Sir Gilbert Erle has come to escape his overbearing
mother. His emotions are quickly captured by the titular ‘sun maid’, an enigmatic
Russian émigré, Madame Zophée Variazinka, daughter of a radical poet and a gypsy,
who alternates between warm friendship and reserve about her past. When Erle
finally admits that he has fallen in love, his declaration is ill-timed – news has just
come from Russia that Madame Zophée’s husband, a political prisoner (and would-be
assassin) missing and presumed dead, has been spotted alive...
BERNARD QUARITCH LTD
Antiquarian Booksellers since 1847
40 SOUTH AUDLEY STREET, LONDON W1K 2PR
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